FIRST CHOICE 

It wasn’t my first choice as I placed my order for steak and fries, but I couldn’t decipher what I really wanted from the menu. The phrase “struggling with the language” would imply that I had a grasp, when in fact, I was floundering clueless in the swamp. Even the toddlers over here speak French and another language, usually English or German.
It is unfortunate that America is so isolated and insulated by two oceans. It has allowed us to become monolithic in our language and fostered the idea that all that we have to do to make ourselves understood around the world is to shout loud enough. The European Union has 23 languages with 56% of the population bilingual, and 28% are comfortable in at least three languages.

I remember when I was taking a class in Slide Rule (yes, I’m that old) and the instructor saying that “When you buy one, be sure to get one large enough to pound steaks with it as you will never use it after you leave this class”.  So it is with a foreign language. If you don’t use it, you lose it.  About all that I remember is the phrase: “Amo, Amas, Amat” …don’t ask me what it means.  

We are having to grow up in a changed world where we are no longer king of the hill. We need to learn another language.

Lee Marshall
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